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The World-enriching Book 


By George William Brown 


HE almost desperate concern of every 

country of the world with its own affairs 
would seem to preclude common interest in 
any single book. Of course, we can easily 
imagine Americans attracted to a book related 
chiefly to things American, or Japanese read- 
ing eagerly one dealing with Japanese issues, 
or Mexicans having profound interest in some 
other book, or the subjects of King Edward 
purchasing quite generally some publication 
affecting the British Empire. But who knows 
a book equally meaningful to Americans, Japa- 
nese, Mexicans, Britishers, and the rest of the 
peoples of the earth? ‘The Bible is just that 
kind of book. 

Yet, the Scriptures were written when the 
earth was dwarfish compared with the great 
burly world we now 
know. In that long ago 
the cities of the world 
were Nineveh and 
Babylon in the east, 
and Athens and Rome 
ithe a west.) .Lhere 
was no Berlin, no 
London, no Chicago, 
no Rio ‘de. Jatieiro. 
When the Bible was 
written, the earth was 
flat and _ stationary; 
few, indeed, were the 
intrepid souls that 
ventured beyond the Pillars of Hercules. The 
whole Western Hemisphere was undreamed of, 
and men traveled over seas instead of oceans. 
Rome, then a world force, would today seem 
less like an empire than a province. And yet 
the Bible, born in that little microcosm, is quite 
unafraid of our vast world of nations, empires, 
and continents. It is a world book. 

Down in Brazil, a few years ago, five blind 
men set out to master English. Portuguese 
is the language spoken in their country, but they 
wanted to be able to use English. To fit them- 
selves to teach? To accept a position? For cul- 
tural purposes? No; but that they might read 
all the Bible in English Braille; for only the 
Gospels of St. Mark and St. John are available 
in Portuguese for finger-tip reading. The Bi- 
ble is well established in Brazil. 

Recently a pageant was given in one of the 


972 Languages! 


The total number of languages in which 
the Bible or some part of it has been 
published has now reached the notable 
figure of 972; the complete Bible in 175 


languages; the New Testament in an ad- 
ditional 208; portions consisting of at 
least one complete book in 514 more; 
and selections of Scripture, less than a 
complete book, in still 75 more languages. 


cities of China by a group of Chinese Chris- 
tians. Among the characters were the Vener- 
able Bede, John Wycliff, and William Tyndale, 
and the pageant’s title was ‘““How We Got Our 
Bible.” Because it was given in China, the 
cast included characters which would not ap- 
pear in any American cast—Robert Morrison, 
William Milne, Bishop Schereschewski, and 
others who gave the Bible to the Chinese in 
their own language. The Bible is at home in 
China. 

Come with me to the palace of the President 
of Guatemala and learn of an interview be- 
tween the President of that republic and one of 
its Indian citizens. Some government action 
had disturbed the Cakchiquel tribe of Indians, 
so this representative was asked to go and con- 
fer with the President. 
At the end of the in- 
terview the President 
took from his desk a 
New Testament. 
Holding it toward the 
Indian, he said, “This 
is what you need. 
Your people will never 
progress until it be- 
comes a part of your 
life.’ The Bible has 
its place in Central 
America. 

Just outside of Glas- 
gow, in the birthplace of a greatly honored 
Scotsman, there is a simple but striking tableau- 
picture bearing a one-word title——‘“Truth.” It 
shows a man in the tropics sitting in the ve- 
randa shelter of a rude hut, reading from an 
open book to a group of primitive Africans. 
The man with the book is David Livingstone, 
and the book is the Bible. The Bible is read in 
Africa. 

Brazil, China, Central America, Africa,— 
and the list could be extended almost indefi- 
nitely: it seems to be a world book. 

Its continuous translation into other tongues 
indicates that it is a world book. In whole or 
in part it has been translated into 972 lan- 
guages and dialects. It takes an exhibit chart 
twenty-one feet long and five feet wide to con- 
tain, in type none too large, the names of these 
languages. A careful estimate shows that 
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some part of it appears in a new language on 
an average of one every five weeks. It seems 
to be a world book. 

Its phenomenal distribution across the earth 
indicates that it is a world book. In a single 
year between twenty-five and thirty million 
copies of Bibles, ‘Testaments, Gospels, and 
Portions are distributed in all the continents 
and in many of the islands of the seas. What 
other book know such achievement ? 

But, why is it a world book? Rather, why 
is it a world-enriching book? First of all, be- 
cause it sets forth a notably high standard of 
conduct. ‘Tersely but tellingly it states, “He 
that ruleth his spirit is better than he that taketh 
a city . . . Provide things honest in the sight 
of all men . . Do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with thy God . . All things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them . . . Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.” 

A standard of conduct based on such prin- 
ciples far outspans the world in which the 
Bible writers lived. It knows no limitations of 
latitude or longitude. It is nothing short of 
universal, and, because it is universal, it helps 
to make the Bible containing it a world book. 
What Cromwell wrote on the flyleaf of his 
Bible—“He who ceases to be better ceases to 
be good’”—could appropriately be written in a 
Bible of any language anywhere. 

Then, too, the Bible is a book enriching the 
world because it argues for a strange but ulti- 
mately satisfactory way of life. It tells of 
earthy Esau bargaining away a remote birth- 
right for an immediate available “mess of pot- 
tage.” It describes rapacious Ahab sighing 
for, and finally seizing, his neighbor Naboth’s 
vineyard. By forthright statement and apt 
simile it emphasizes again and again that “a 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth.” Of its chief 
character it is said that, while the foxes had 
holes and the birds of the air had nests, he had 
not “where to lay his head.” He counseled 
against laying up “treasures upon earth,” urg- 
ing that the kingdom of God was the thing to 
be sought first of all. 

This is a strange way of life; but in the long 
run and at the end of the day it brings satis- 
faction. One of the great metropolitan papers, 
some months ago, carried a news item to the 
effect that on the island of Molokai a humble 
Christian, who had spent forty-four years car- 
ing for leprosy sufferers, had died, leaving an 
estate of less than three hundred dollars. In 
the same issue there appeared an editorial on 
the man’s death ten times the length of the 
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news item, which stated among other things 
that, so long as there were such men who put 
service above riches, ours is not a deteriorating 
world. The Bible’s way of life, independent 
of time and space, whether tried in tiny Pal- 
estine, or over the wide stretches of Latin 
America, or in primitive inland China, or on 
the sophisticated Atlantic seaboard, helps to 
make the book which sets it forth not only a 
world book, but what is vastly more important, 
a world-enriching book. 

Finally, the Bible is a world-enriching book 
because it tells what God is like. And the 
description is everywhere appealing and ac- 
ceptable. It tells of a God concerned over the 
destiny of every individual—the parables of 
the lost coin, the lost sheep, and the lost son 
assure us of this. The Bible tells us of a God 
whose genius is neither mystery, whimsey, nor 
force—the life of Jesus makes this clear. The 
Bible tells us that the very heart of God is love 
—a love baffling easy apprehension. Bethle- 
hem, Nazareth, Jerusalem, the Via Dolorosa, 
Calvary, attest this. ‘For God so loved the 
world . .” It was not alone for the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel that divine love 
yearned—it was for all Judea and Samaria and 
the uttermost part of the earth. Such a God 
is unaffected by the accidents and artificialities 
of geography. Those who pick up the book 
anywhere and read in any tongue or dialect 
about the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ cannot help feeling that it was written 
for them. 

It is a world book,—aye, more! it is a world- 
enriching book. 


A Sidelight on Canada 


MERICANS will be interested in this item 
from the January issue of the B. F. B. S. 
The Bible in the World: “There is, perhaps, 
more regular Bible reading than is often sup- 
posed—at any rate in Canada. According to a 
newspaper an interesting incident recently oc- 
curred on the official government train which 
was on its way to meet Lord Tweedsmuir, the 
new Governor-General. It was recollected that, 
before leaving Canada, the Dominion’s new 
High Commissioner in London, the Hon. Vin- 
cent Massey, must be sworn in, and Mr. Mac- 
kenzie King, the Prime Minister, suggested 
that the ceremony should take place on the 
train. A Bible was called for, and no fewer 
than four were instantly forthcoming. The 
Prime Minister produced his; Mr. and Mrs. 
Massey each brought theirs; and the Clerk to 
the Privy Council offered his. The oath was 
taken on Mrs. Massey’s Bible.” 
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Bible Institutes in the Philippines 


By the Rev. W. H. Fonger, Acting Secretary, Philippines Agency 


PAG opr number of people are being 
brought together for the specific purpose 
of studying the Bible through the many insti- 
tutes which are being organized and held 
throughout the Philippines. There are courses 
on How we got our Bible, on the Gospel of St. 


They usually last for one week and are more 
or less of a general training school for local 
lay workers in the churches. Frequently, a 
representative of the American Bible Society 
is invited to these institutes, and I go myself 
whenever I have the opportunity. 


A BIBLE INSTITUTE IN NORTHERN LUZON 


Secretary Fonger is in the second row 


John, the Acts of the Apostles, or on some 
other book of the Bible. The program also in- 
cludes subjects on health and rural life, which 
are interesting as well as educational to those 
who attend, affording opportunity for residents 
of one community to meet those of another. 


The picture which appears on this page is 
typical of a great many institutes which, 
through the active cooperation of the missions, 
are bearing fruit and inspiring a greater use 
and love for the Book of Books in various sec- 
tions of these islands. 


The Bible and Soul Winning 


By the Rey. Will H. Houghton, D.D., President, Moody Bible Institute 


HE Bible is uniquely a personal book. 

It contains governmental laws and im- 
parts principles which, properly interpreted 
and applied, would bring right adjustment in 
every social relationship; but it is, after all, a 
book with a message to individuals. Each in- 
dividual reading it can say, “This means me.” 
Thousands in every generation have recog- 
nized this and have found comfort in the reali- 


zation that, not only the Lord is the shepherd 
of his people, but “the Lord is my shepherd.” 

It is this appropriation of the personal mes- 
sage of our Bible that this age seems to have 
lost—even those who are faithful in proclaim- 
ing that “God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” The “whosoever,” the uni- 
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versality of it, is always before them; but 
when some Philippian jailer as a lone soul 
asks, ‘““What must I do to be saved?’ they 
haven’t the answer. 

The revival in the church is always the mak- 
ing personal of the Bible message. As long 
as the Bible is the private possession of the 
king, of the church, or of the scholar, the 
book fails of its end and purpose. But, let 
the releasing of it come and let it reach the 
people, and a spiritual awakening is on. 

When Tyndale and his associates gave the 
Bible to the people of England in their own 
tongue, he opened the door to a spiritual 
awakening. ‘The nave of St. Paul’s held the 
first five or six copies, and the multitude turned 
to this church to hear the Word of God read. 
Later the Bible was reproduced in such fash- 
ion that it could enter the homes of the people ; 
and out of an atmosphere of coldness and cor- 
ruption a revival was born. 

The revival of the Puritan period was due 
to this giving of the Word of God to the com- 
mon people one by one. It is popular today to 
ridicule the Puritans; but, as some one has 
said, “Better the age of the Puritans than the 
age of the impuritans.” 

Geneva has had the fortune to be the center 
of the world’s interest for many reasons, but 
none more significant than its association with 
the name of John Calvin. He was the man 
who helped divinity students realize the power 
of the Bible in personal life. They called 
Calvin “the man of one book.” But the stu- 
dents gathered with him for the study of the 
contents of that book, and soon the awakening 
had come. 

John Wesley found the church ignoring the 
Bible and brought its power to bear on indi- 
vidual lives; and a revival was the result. 

Every student of missionary history knows 
the story of Madagascar. When the mission- 
aries were ordered to leave, they hurriedly 
finished the translation of the Scripture and 
placed copies of it here and there. When the 
door of Madagascar was open to the gospel 
years later, it was found that the Bible had 
done its work, and there were many Bible- 
born Christians awaiting the missionaries. 

We are fortunate in our day that the Bible 
is made available to everyone in their own 
tongue. But a Bible distributed and a Bible 
read may be two different things. It is the 
Bible read, released, received, that operates for 
the salvation and sanctification of life. 

The ministers of today might heed the words 
of McCheyne: “It is not our comment on the 
Word that saves, but the Word itself.’ How 
frequently in Acts we read that the early Chris- 
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tians “spoke the Word,” and that they went 
everywhere “preaching the Word.’’ Paul ex- 
horts young Timothy to “preach the Word,” 
and reminds him of how much this Word has 
meant in the lives of ‘Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother, as well as in his own life. 

In the eighth chapter-of Acts, one person, 
Phillip, brought the Bible to bear upon the life 
of another person, the Ethiopian, in such a 
way that, through the Scriptures, the Ethio- 
pian was brought to the knowledge of the Di- 
vine Person—Jesus Christ. ‘This is the method 
and means of revival and of the lesser thing 
we call evangelism. 

That the Word of God is “quick and power- 
ful” is the claim of the Apostle. The word 
“quick” is old English fer “alive.” The Apos- 
tle Peter says it is the living Word. It pos- 
sesses life, but it also imparts its life; for in 
the same Scripture (1 Peter 1:23), he says 
that we are born again by this Word. 

Church history itself is the corroboration of 
the fact that men may be born from above 
through the Scriptures. The useful servants 
of God in distant and recent generations have 
been Bible-born and Bible-bred. It may be a 
Wesley in his day, or a Moody in his; but the 
operating agency is the same—the Spirit of 
God through the Word of God. Oh, yes, says 
James (1:18): “Of his own will begat he us 
with the word of truth.” 

It is said that when Mr. Spurgeon was en- 
larging and remodeling his great Tabernacle, 
when the work was about done, he went to the 
platform to test the acoustics. Thinking the 
auditorium was empty, he lifted his voice in the 
recital of John 3:16. High up on a bit of 
scaffolding was a workman just finishing his 
task. The Word of God found its place in 
his heart at that moment, and he became a 
born-again Christian. 

The blessing of God is on his own Word ac- 
cording to his own declaration to Isaiah: “For 
as the rain cometh down, and the snow from 
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth 
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto 
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55:10, 11). 

Our age is not new in its needs. What other 
ages required, we require. What has brought 
blessing to other men, will bring blessing to us. 
The Holy Scriptures are still “able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15). 

How can a powerless church find new 


February 1936 


power? How can a scorned church find new 
victory? How can the indifferent be aroused, 
the skeptical be convinced? Where is a spirit- 
ual awakening to be found? What will pro- 
duce the faith which transforms character and 
gives life point, purpose, poise, and power? 
All the answers are in the one answer: “Faith 
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cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Romans 10:17). 

The Bible has always been the instrument 
for soul winning whether in the period of re- 
vival or in the gleaning of quieter periods. 
God has used his Word. He will use his 
Word. 


Another Bible Centenary—The Tahiti Bible 


By Margaret T. Hills 


N the beautiful island of Tahiti, far off 
in the Pacific Ocean, just one hundred 
years ago, on December 18, 1835, a courageous 
and sorely tried missionary cor-pleted the trans- 
lation of the Bible for the inhabitants of the 
island in which he had made his home for forty- 
two years. It was the first Bible in any Poly- 
nesian language. 

Captain Cook’s account of his voyages and 
the tales of the mutiny on the “Bounty” had at- 
tracted England’s attention to these Pacific is- 
lands. In 1797 the ship “Duff” arrived at 
Tahiti with thirty missionaries sent by the 
London Missionary Society. On the voyage 
out they had studied a little vocabulary pre- 
pared by one of the “Bounty” mu- 
tineers; but as they knew nothing 
of the structure of the language, 
their efforts to communicate with 
the islanders brought only amuse- 
ment. All kinds of difficulties and 
hardships beset them. Some were 
not strong enough to see it through, 
and only Henry Nott and one 
other remained continuously in the 
island to accomplish their purpose. 
The king protected them, but they 
were subject to attack from his 
enemies. Nott was not an ordained 
missionary, he went out as a 
bricklayer, — but it was he who 
learned the language and, in spite of hardships 
and disappointments, persisted in his purpose of 
bringing light to the natives. When it was evi- 
dent that the reading of the gospel was abso- 
lutely necessary for their conversion, he set about 
translating the Bible, working from the English 
text but sending to England for works that 
would help him to understand the Hebrew and 
Greek. After nearly sixteen years of failure, 
idolatry was suddenly wiped out and the na- 
tives eagerly purchased copies of the little 
spelling book and Bible story that had been 
printed in England and Australia. In 1817, 
William Ellis arrived from England with a 
printing press, and a shop was set up on the is- 
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land of Eimeo, paved with stones from.a 
heathen temple. The king himself struck off 
the first sheets of this first book printed there— 
a spelling book. This was followed by a small 
catechism. Materials did not keep well in that 
tropical climate; but in 1818, in spite of many 
difficulties, 3,000 copies of the Gospel of St. 
Luke were printed, on paper supplied by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society—the first 
Scriptures in any Polynesian language. .Copies 
were usually purchased for three gallons of 
cocoanut oil. There is a copy of this book now 
in the Bible House in New York. Other por- 
tions followed, translated by Nott and the mis- 
sionaries with the help of several Tahitians. 
One of the former was John Wil- 
liams, who was later martyred in 
an attempt to establish a mission 
in Erromanga. 

At length, broken in health but 
triumphant, Nott finished his trans- 
lation of the entire Bible at the end 
of 1835, and took it to England 
where the British and Foreign Bi1- 
ble Society printed it in 1838. In 
1840, Henry Nott returned to 
Tahiti with 3,000 Bibles—the first 
in a Polynesian language. Within 
a few years the edition was sold 
out and a revised edition printed 
in 1847. Nearly 47,000 copies of 
the Tahiti Bible have been printed by the Brit- 
ish Society, thanks to the perseverance of the 
English bricklayer Henry Nott. 

ho SICH ook 

Since Henry Nott’s Tahitian Bible, there 
have been published whole Bibles in 16 other 
languages of the Pacific Islands (not including 
the Philippines, the Dutch East Indies, and 
Australia), New Testaments in 23, whole por- 
tions in 67, and selections in 36 languages and 
dialects. Of these, the American Bible So- 
ciety has published the Hawaiian, Gilbert Is- 
lands, and Nauru Bibles, the Ponape, Marshall 
Islands, and Mortlock Testaments, and Por- 
tions in Kusaien and Ruk. 
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Christ in a Peruvian Village 


By Clyde W. Brewster 


This striking story by a Methodist Episcopal missionary in Peru, where the Society is actively at 
work, is. reprinted from “The Senior Quarterly” published by the Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Cincinnati, and appears here by the permission of its editors. 


OME months ago I received a letter from 

certain Christians in a small town about 
two hundred miles up the coast from Lima, 
saying that they had organized a Methodist 
church and would like to be recognized as such 
and to receive some literature and helps to 
carry on their work. 

They were a long way from any other Meth- 
odist group and not included in the territory 
of our church. I sent them some literature and 
awaited developments. 

One morning a man appeared at my door. 
He told me he was a leader of the isolated 
group. I asked him to tell me about himself 
and his church. 

He was a humble man. He could barely read 
and write. In the interior of Peru there is 
little more than jungle, and life is primitive 
and simple. His village contains a Roman 
Catholic church 
and a few little 
stores; but that is 
about all. 

My visitor con- 
ducted a small 


store. He drank 
heavily and, as he 
said, “was com- 


pletely lost in sin.” 
But all the time 
there was in his 
heart a longing 
for something 
better. 

One day he de- 
termined to re- 
pent of his sins 
and live a better 
life. He decided 
to seek divine 
help, so went to 
the Catholic church. But as he entered the 
room, he saw about a dozen images of saints. 
He was confused, for he did not know which 
one of these images represented the true God; 
so he decided to test them out by praying to 
each one in turn and asking that the one that 
was the true God should pass a shadow over 
his eyes as a sign. But as he went from one to 
the other, no shadow came, and no sense of the 
reality of God entered into his life. 

One day as he was praying in the church 
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before the altar, lighted with candles, he saw 
three stars, like sparks, leave one of the candles 
and ascend to the ceiling of the church. The 
thought came to him that none of these images 
was the true God, but that God was in the 
heavens. So he left the church and began to 
worship God in the open air. ie 

Although he had repented, he was not satis- ~ 
fied in his heart and felt a longing for some- 
thing more. Nor could he give up his drink 
and other bad habits. Try as he would, the 
temptation was too strong for him. Finally, 
in desperation, he sold out his store and started 
toward the coast in search of spiritual help. 
It was a trip of many days; but he struggled 
on with no help. He found no peace, no power 
to overcome the temptation. 

One night, just before he reached the coast, 
as he lay sleepless on his rude bed he decided 


to go outdoors. Looking up to the stars, where 
he felt that God must be, he asked him to show 
him a way out of his difficulty. As he looked 
and prayed, there came a vision of a hand 
lifted in an attitude that said, “Stop!” On 
either side of the hand there appeared a book, 
one bound in blue, the other in brown. Sud- 
denly a voice seemed to say to him, “Wait for 
the Bible.’ Now, he knew nothing about the 
Bible. He had never seen a Bible; but he 
gathered that it was a book, and that it was 
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just what he needed to help him in his struggle. 
With this vision there came a peace of mind, 
and he went back to his bed and slept as he 
had not slept for days. 

When he awoke, he went on his journey and 
soon reached the village where he was to stop 
and where he had friends of other days. When 
he found them, they asked him to drink; but 
at the thought of strong drink he was nause- 
ated. Not only had he lost his desire to drink, 
but the very thought of it was sickening. He 
was beginning 
to feel a new 
life surging in 
his soul. Still, § 
he was not § 

satisfied and © 

felt that he | 
must find the | 
Bible, which eas 
had appeared Gm 
to him in the 
vision. 

He had not 
fo wait: for 
as he was 
walking down 
the street, he 
met a young 
man carrying 
a suit case. 
Shee} man 
stopped him 
and, opening 
his case, said, 
“T have here a book that contains the word of 
God,” and he handed him a book bound in blue. 
As the seeker took it in his hands, he looked, 
and on the back it read “The Holy Bible.” 
With a shout of joy he turned to the colporteur 
and said, “But you must have one bound in 
brown also.” The colporteur replied that he 
had, and took from his case a Bible bound in 
brown. Then the seeker knew that this was the 
Bible for which he had been told to wait. 

The colporteur was working for the Amer- 
ican Bible Society and was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. The two began 
to study the Bible together. Later they invited 
others who were interested to join them. Be- 
fore long they organized a church. 

They know very little of church organization, 
but they have the Bible, are studying it con- 
stantly, and are trying to live according to the 
light they get from it. 

After a time they felt the need of further 
instruction in the Christian way, so they sent 
the man who had had the vision to Lima to 
learn more about the church. He arrived in 
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the city a total stranger, with five centavos in 
his pocket. He had walked and worked his 
way the two hundred miles to the city of Lima. 
His wife had started with him, but she had 
stopped along the way so that he might go on 
more rapidly. She had wanted to come to 
Lima, so that she might learn to sing the Chris- 
tian hymns. 

Now, I have seen many a good religious ex- 
perience spoiled by too much material help; so 
I gave him a great deal of encouragement and 
nothing else. 
He: found a 
job and made 
his own living 
@, while he at- 
tended our 
services and 
our confer- 
ences and in- 
stitutes, ab- 
j sorbing every 
bit of infor- 
mation that 
he could. He 
| was baptized 
j by the bishop. 
# He learned to 
sing a few 
hymns. He 
gathered to- 
gether a few 
books to guide 
him in his 
studies. 

But he was not content in the city. He 
wanted to get back to his village. 

He is now happily working away with the 
little group of folks who, with no help from 
missionaries, are trying to work out their own 
salvation and solve their own problems. 

I shall not offer any explanation of the psy- 
chological factors involved in this story. I 
have simply told it as he told it to me. One 
thing I know, and that is that the life of the 
man has been changed. Something has hap- 
pened in his life; for he has caught the spirit 
of Jesus Christ. The visions were incidental ; 
but the change that came to his life is of first 
importance, and that fact no one can deny. 

> > * 

The Society’s circulation in Peru in 1934 in- 
cluded 2,705 Bibles, 4,964 Testaments, and 
45,846 Gospels and other portions. The circu- 
lation of Gospels was nearly double that of 
1933. Among the Quechua Indians there is in- 
creasing demand for the Scriptures and open- 
ings of great importance. The income of the 
Society must be enlarged to meet the needs. 
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‘Ask the Bookseller” 


By Henry H. Ragatz 


A writer in a recent issue of a current magazine, referring to the ignorance of multitudes about 

the Bible, suggested “ask the bookseller.” From him this writer had learned of the weird ques- 

tions asked about the Bible by many purchasers and was impressed with the public’s ignorance. 

One of the Society’s staff was so interested in the difference between the bookseller’s experience 
cited and his own, that he wrote the article which follows—En1tTors. 


“* ASK the bookseller.” All right, ask me. 
For eighteen years I have worked for 
the organization sponsoring the Commemora- 
tion about which you wrote, and during that 
time I have, with my two hands, handled well 
over a million copies of Scriptures in almost a 
hundred different languages. 
Ask me about the people who buy Bibles, be- 
cause I am dealing with them all day long. 
Let’s look over today’s mail, which is still on 


“Owing to the fact that I am incarcerated in 
this institution, I have not the necessary funds 
to buy one (a Bible). In case my letter to Mr. 
hasn’t reached you, I am writing to you 
begging you to send me a Bible.” He has, I 
am happy to say, received a Bible. Will he 
read it? 
The next is practically a routine matter for 
us; a public library is ordering a “sturdily 
bound” Bible, because “‘it gets such hard use 


és 
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my desk; let’s conjure back the faces that filed 
through my office today. 

We won't go back into the files and pick out 
the many instances of pleas for Bibles, nor let- 
ters telling heart-felt gratitude for the Book of 
Books; let’s just take routine letters from this 
one day’s mail. In fact, let’s do more than 
that: let’s lay to one side the orders and letters 
from bookstores, churches, ministers, Sunday- 
school teachers, regular missionaries, and our 
commissioned colporteurs. 

You see, you said in your article that the 
Bible is not being read,—that while it is still 
the best seller, it is becoming meaningless to 
the multitude. That has not been my experi- 
ence; and I hasten to tell you the “bookseller’s” 
side of it. 

The top letter is from a convict who is al- 
lowed to write only two letters each Sunday: 


here.” Evidently, some people are reading the 
Book who haven’t any of their own. 

“T want two dozen Gospels of St. Matthew 
in French. I am a teacher, and I want to use 
these in class.” A common occurrence in this 
office, I assure you. 

“T am again turning to you for aid. Our 
maid, ————,, has learned to read in Spanish 
since she came to us several years ago, and 
does very well. She is now an ardent Bible 
reader, but has only a cheap Testament, and 
we are hoping to present her with a Bible for 
Christmas.” Don’t you think this one will be 
read? 

This one is typical: “Do you sell Bibles on 
monthly payments? I wish to give away some 
Bibles and have so little money to do it with. 
People are becoming hungry for God’s Word, | 
and I know of many that wish to read and | 
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study the Bible, but cannot afford to have the 
cash to buy.” 

“T would like to know if you have the whole 
Bible or just the Testament in great primer 
type? My eyes are getting old.’ Lower in 
the pile is one I glanced over; we may not get 
to it, but it is from a mother who wants a 
“Bible for my daughter who is only five. She 
cannot read yet, but I am going to teach her 
how to read from her own Bible. I learned 
from my mother’s.” 

From Montana comes a message of courage: 
“T have five congregations and several preach- 
ing points which take in a territory about sev- 
enty miles long and some thirty or forty miles 
wide. It is my desire to spread the Word of 
God here as much as possible, but distance and 
other difficulties make it hard to do. Would 
appreciate any help.” These present-day pio- 
neers delight in listening to the words they re- 
member from childhood, and in our files are 
many proofs that they are “hungry for God’s 
| Word.” 

“Could you send me one Holy Bible C.O.D.? 

It is not pay day until Saturday, and I haven't 
‘the money at present, but will send it imme- 
diately.” My guess is that this man lost his 
Bible and wants another one quickly. 
: Enough of the routine. Here are orders 
from five college bookstores for Scriptures; 
college students must be buying them. This 
'week we have sent out hundreds of Bibles to 
churches; repeat orders, many of them, indi- 
cating that the last ones are worn out. 

It is true there is ignorance about this book. 
A well-dressed and gentle-voiced man one day 
asked me to “pick out a good interesting one” 
for him from our show case of various bind- 
ings. 


man came into possession of a Bible. 


W orld. 


know a neighborhood in a lovely valley, where ten years ago no mission- 
I ary had ever been. Concubinage was general and respectable. Neighbor- 
hood dances were drunken orgies. 

He read it through, gathered up a little 
money, and made a week's journey to get more light. Then he returned to do 
what he could for his family and neighbors. Work thus begun has gone on 
there, until now there is a small home-built chapel, and a once-a-month visit 
from a native pastor. This seems commonplace enough. But wait! The rough 
dances have ceased. Dishonesty has greatly abated, and any member of 
the church who secretly has one wife too many is condemned. A new 
moral standard of decency has been set up for the whole region. That country 
district can never be the same again; but you cannot tell things like that in 
statistics.—Bishop George A. Miller, of Santiago, Chile, in The Missionary Review of the 
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Today there was a minister from one of the 
small adjoining towns, who came in with a list 
of Bibles at various prices which he had been 
asked by his members to purchase when it be- 
came known he was calling on us. Today’s 
customers also included a Mexican section hand 
who. couldn’t speak English, but who knew 
where to come to get a Bible in Spanish. 

We have some interesting “regulars.” Two 
are similar; they both are poorly dressed, both 
look hungry, and both buy only a few cents 
worth of “penny portions” every few days. 
Apparently, neither knows the other, as they 
don’t speak when both are in the office. What 
have they done with the hundreds of portions 
they have thus bought? Another is a woman, 
who buys from twenty to fifty dollars worth, 
in assorted languages, every few weeks. Can 
any man estimate the fertile ground that may 
be reached this way? 

We have a little free leaflet, titled ‘““Where 
to Look in the Bible.” I would hesitate to say 
how many thousands of these have trickled 
through my hands, asked for by that unnum- 
bered host of readers—students—users—lovers 
—of the Bible that is Nor lost, but is a part of 
the lives of those people who day by day pass 
through the bookseller’s office. 


He Fe Se 


Copies of the leaflet referred to by Mr. 
Ragatz can be secured on request from the 
District Offices of the Society ; up to 100 copies 
free; 100 or more 10 cents a hundred. A 
Spanish edition, “Qué Buscar en la Biblia,” 
can be supplied on the same terms. “Worth- 


while Ways of Reading the Bible’ can also be 
supplied for 20 cents a hundred. A list of 
other useful materials will be sent on request. 


Dishonesty was prevalent. Then one 
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‘“‘Whatsoever Thy Hand Findeth to Do--” 


By Ernest N. Bauman 


Written by a missionary of the Methodist Episcopal Church who has served in Argentina since | 
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1907, this article vividly describes experiences which are not wnusual in the life of @ distributor 
of Scripture and religious literature. 


N these times of 

terrible depression, 
when every wheel 
seems to drag, it is very 
easy to allow one’s own 
spirit to drag also and 
not to expect the great 
things, day by day, 
that our blessed Saviour 
has promised us. The 
everwatchful enemy is 
always at hand to sug- 
gest that this and that 
cannot be done at such 
a time as this. I find it 
absolutely necessary to 
take myself severely in hand, cast myself upon 
the Lord as never before, and at the same 
time apply to my own life the above maxim of 
Ecclesiastes. 

I have so many things to be grateful for just 
now; it seems to me that the topmost blessing 
has been what Psalm 138 calls “strengthenedst 
me with strength in my soul”; for never have 
I felt so glad and happy to bear the heaviest 
burdens and to “stretch every muscle.” I call 
this “strength in my soul”; the Lord has given 
me a healthy and untiring body. As the 
twenty-eight years in Argentina roll by, I feel 
healthier and stronger every day. Glory to 
God for his marvelous mercy! 

The fearful “cut’’ in mission funds, in 1925, 
obliged me to buy Christian books of every 
kind and to fill the gaps by these sales. 
“Strength in my soul” was given me to carry 
out the kind of work that was formerly im- 
possible for me. Due to shortage of men and 
funds, and also to a heavy increase of work, 
part of my immediate circuit was given up; 
this year that battleline was again extended, 
and a part-time work is filling the gap now. 

Time and again, one’s spirit sags, and the 
funds sink to a low level; then it is that the 
above Bible messages stir me up to renewed 
efforts. Besides these quotations, there is also 
a most inspiring message in old Joshua—yes, 
Joshua! “There shall not any man be able to 
stand before thee. * * * Only be thou strong 
and very courageous.” (Joshua 1:5, 7.) My 
dear readers, what a marvelous book the old 
Bible is, after all! 


Mr, Bauman 


{ 

Within the last two weeks, these messages | 
have sent me forth to renewed effort—“Do it. 
with thy might . . . no man shall stand before. 
thee . . . be strong’’! 
What an opportunity it gives to enter all. 
kinds of homes, the hovel as well as the palace; 
to speak to all kinds of persons—the school-| 
teacher, the porter, the street sweeper, the town 
mayor, the train inspector and the humble 
sweeper of the trains, the farmer and the me- 
chanic, the poorest peon and the millionaire) 
landowner. This determination to go from, 
house to house, with Bibles and other Christian) 
literature, has offered me the most glorious op-| 
portunities of my whole life; for one has not; 
only an opportunity to give his testimony, to; 
persuade folks to accept the world’s only Sav-} 
iour, but one may leave a book in the homes,—! 
the home where probably six to ten persons re-| 
side,—an attractive book which will not so; 
easily be forgotten and laid aside; a book} 
which may transform a life, as my life on an | 
Ohio farm was transformed by reading one of} 
Dwight L. Moody’s great books. 
In one town, Don Antonio has had the mis- 
fortune to have two wives abandon him and 
their little children (he was not married to the 
second one) ; today he is selling many Bibles and | 
other books, and has given the children of both} 
his wives a good moral training. His children | 
are all able to read—a really marvelous thing} 
in these small towns. Not so long ago he paid! 
me in advance for six Bibles; his best neigh-| 
bor is a spiritualist faith healer and almost a! 
witch doctor. Due to Don Antonio’s friend-) 
ship, this man has given me the best of hospi-| 
tality, the very best treatment, and has invited! 
his neighbors to hear me preach in his house; 
he also bought a Bible and other books. The: 
seed has been sown. May God give his richest. 
blessings upon it! | 
Later I came upon a crowded saloon; the: 
inmates were hilariously drunk and gave me a. 
hard time. I stepped up to the owner and told 
him I had sold a Bible there ten years ago. 
“Yes,” he said; “my brother has taken it to: 
another town.” He was very kind and bought: 
two of my nicest books; this gave me a good. 
chance to speak with him “about the one thing’ 
that counts.” The whole family listened atten-| 
tively. Would to God that the next time this| 


} 


| 


\ 


February 1936 


saloon-keeper may invite me to hold my service 
in his saloon! 

God surely gave me courage at the next 
place. The lady of the house was not at all 
interested in anything that I had to say; but I 
saw her husband and a goodly number of peons 
lounging about a large barn full of all kinds 
of machinery. I went back to the barn and was 
soon surrounded by a circle of almost illiterate 
peons. These were very much disposed to 
have a good bit of fun at my expense, if the 
boss had not been present. He was very at- 
tentive and listened very interestedly. He sur- 
prised me by purchasing several of my best 
books; this induced the others to change their 
attitude considerably. I stayed in that barn 
almost an hour, urging all of them most ear- 
nestly to seek the Saviour and to obtain salva- 
tion. We ended up by bowing our heads in 
prayer. Seldom had I ever received such a 
surprise; but such is the experience of Chris- 
tian workers most everywhere. 


e@ e 
Notes and Comments 


Tue American Bible Society is making avail- 
able to churches and church groups a free 
Scripture exhibit consisting of about two dozen 
cards in four different colors, each containing a 
page from a foreign language Scripture vol- 
ume. Information about each language dis- 
played, with some account of the history of the 
Scripture translation and its use, appears on 
each card. 

From Chattanooga, Tennessee, comes this 
message: 


I am mailing to you today the Scripture cards 
loaned to us last week. They have been put to good 
use. We used them at our Training Union last Sun- 
day night. They were then taken to a Training Union 
school at Concord,—where we had an average attend- 
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ance of 254 each night,—and were a part of the ex- 
hibit. They were kept there the whole five nights. 

The Women’s Missionary Union met on Wednes- 
day, and I took the cards and brought them in that 
day. Beside the cards, I had copies of the Gospel of 
St. John in eighteen different languages. These were 
used with them. 

They were interesting to all that took the time to 
study them. The one in Braille especially interested 
everybody. Very few had ever seen it. We feel that 
it was well worth what little time and trouble it took 
for us to get them, and believe that they will not only 
be worth something to those who read them, but to 
your work and the world at large. 

This attractive set of cards can be used to 
supplement an exhibit of Bibles secured locally, 
and will add to such an exhibit a missionary 
atmosphere reminding those who view it of the 
Bible’s world-wide use and ministry. 

This exhibit, which may be obtained from 
the office of the nearest district Secretary of 
the Society, will be sent postpaid, free, the user 
paying the return transportation charges. 


In the January issue of The Missionary Re- 
view of the World the Rev. Charles R. Hamil- 
ton, D.D., president of the Union Theological 
Seminary, Manila, writes: “The best thing 
done for the Philippines by America, as often 
stated by Honorable Teodore R. Yangco, mer- 
chant prince, the greatest Filipino philanthro- 
pist, and former Resident Commissioner to 
Washington, was the giving of religious liberty 
and the open Bible.” 

e e 


FRIENDS of the Central Agency at Cincinnati 
will learn with much regret of the death of 
Mrs. Frank H. Marston, the devoted wife of 
the late Dr. Frank H. Marston, Secretary of 
that Agency for several years. Mrs. Marston 
shared most generously in her husband’s de- 
voted labors. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


DECEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


|e eighth stated meeting of the Board of 
: Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and twentieth year was held 
at the Bible House at 3:30 p.m., on Thurs- 
day, December 5, 1935. 


A serious automobile accident which had be- 
fallen President Manson was reported, and 
messages indicating his steady recovery. The 
Board requested that a message be sent, ex- 
pressing its deep regret and the hope that he 
would soon be well enough to again preside at 
its meetings; the message being accompanied 
by a bouquet of flowers from those present. 

Mr. Arlando Marine was requested to take 
the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted with 
the reading of Psalm 91 on the talking book 
machine, followed with prayer by Mr. Paul T. 
Jones. 

The minutes of the seventh stated meeting 
of the Board of Managers of the year were 
presented and were approved. 
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Mr. Arthur Y. Meeker, being present for 
the first time, was welcomed; and appointed a 
member of the Committee on Foreign Agen- 
cies. 

The resignation was reported of the Rev. 

Henry A. Stimson, D.D., from the Committee 
on Versions, after a membership on it since 
1918, being chairman for the last thirteen years 
and after previous service of ten years on other 
committees; he having been a Life Member 
since 1859. The Secretary was requested to 
send the greetings and good wishes of the 
Board to Dr. Stimson, now in his ninety-fourth 
year. 
Recording Secretary Chamberlain reported 
on the Society’s One Hundred Years of Serv- 
ice to the Blind and explained the array of ten 
complete Bibles, in column form, on the dais; 
details of which and of the centennial service 
on November 17 were in the December 1935 
RECORD. 

Dr. Roscoe C. E. Brown, on behalf of the 
Committee appointed for the purpose, read a 
letter to the Recording Secretary on his retire- 
ment bearing the signatures of members of the 
Board, those present expressing unanimous ap- 
proval by a rising vote and directing that it be 
spread on the minutes. Personal tributes fol- 
lowed. 

Secretary Chamberlain responded, express- 
ing his appreciation of this action and espe- 
cially of the privileges of sharing in the world- 
wide work of the Society for over a score of 
years. 

The budget for 1936 as recommended by the 
Budget Committee, supported by the Advisory 
Council, was presented. Appropriations for 
the year 1936 were adopted, totaling $865,295, 
not including monies received in foreign fields 
and there spent. 

Report was made of the seventeenth annual 
meeting of the Advisory Council held on De- 
cember 4, with representatives from thirty- 
four denominations present. 

Minutes of the various standing committees 
were presented and approved, and their rec- 
ommendations adopted. 

The Rev. Charles W. Turner, Ph.D., was 
appointed Agency Secretary for the Brazil 
Agency from January 1, 1936. 

_The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments : 


September Vols. Value 
To Latin-American Agencies ..... 23,399 $981.50 
To Far Eastern Agencies .....:.. 2 4.54 
AW SL ENE motto 6.onhio Oo kero ie 23,401 $986.04 
October 


To Latin-American Agencies ..... 


43,849 $4,336.29 


Volume 81 


The issues from the Bible House during th 
month of September were 279,852 volumes, an 
during the month of October, 413,198 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. | 


e e 
JANUARY MEETING OF THE BOARD | 


4 i ‘HE ninth stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible society 
in its one hundred and twentieth year was held 
at the Bible House, at 3:30 p.m., on Thurs- 
day, January 2, 1936. President John T. Man- 
son was in the chair. 
Devotional exercises were conducted by Mr, 
Ray Clarke Tillinghast. 
The minutes of the eighth stated meeting of 
the Board were approved. 
The following memorial minute was adoptec: 
by a rising vote: 
{ 
Dr. Frank Mason North | 

Dr. Frank Mason North, who died December 17} 
1935, at the age of eighty-five years, was a man 01 
large influence in many and varied Christian activitie 
For many years he was secretary of the New Yor 
City Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopa) 
Church; later secretary of the Board of Foreig 
Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church; in 
very real sense the founder of the Federal Council 0% 
the Churches of Christ in America, and active up t 
the time of his death in numerous philanthropic an 
charitable organizations. | 

For thirty-three years he was on the Board of th 
American Bible Society as a ministerial member, hij 
membership having begun in 1902. He was placed o 
the Committee on Agencies, now known as the Com} 
mittee on Foreign Agencies, and for more than a gen} 
eration his interest in this Society was unceasing, an 
everywhere fruitful. He had intimate knowledge 0} 
the fields in far lands and in the homeland, and gavé 
freely of his wisdom and understanding in the wid¢ 
distribution of the Word. He was wise, sagacious 
and generous, and his contribution to the work of the 
American Bible Society continues in the service of hij 
son, Dr. Eric McCoy North, as a Secretary of thd 
Society. 

The minutes of the standing committees ma 
presented and were approved, their recommen 
dations being adopted. | 

Pending the election of a successor to D 
Chamberlain, Secretary North was elected Act 
ing Recording Secretary. 

Arrangements were made for the furloug 
of the Rev. W. H. Fonger, Acting Secretar 
of the Philippines Agency. | 

Authorization was given for the loan, not te 
exceed twenty copies, of editions of Scriptures 
to the exhibit of the Limited Editions Club or 
the understanding that the books would be in 
sured and guarded. 

A copy of the revised New Testament anc 
the newly translated Psalms in Ponape, pre 
pared by the Rev. A. Syring and just publishec 
by the Society, was presented. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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Total Cash Balance—Administration and Publication Departments 


AN 
INCOME 


ASSURED 
® 


Let us send you a book- 
let entitled ““A Gift That 
Lives.” It tells you 
about the plan and how 


ut works. 


AE NARKABLE 
4 little Ma 


a | 
e Maybe it merely supplements: 
irregular earnings . . . Maybe it’s: 


just the difference between peace of 


mind and frequent worry ... May-: 
be it?s all there is to protect old} 
06 Pa 


j 
There are many situations in life} 
which an Annuity Agreement of 
the American Bible Society can’ 
take care of successfully. 


It can be planned to provide for yourself, for a relative or 
friend. And when once it is arranged, there is no further bother, 
No coupons to clip—no papers to keep track of . . . Just accept 
the check which arrives at regular intervals. Such checks hav 
been bringing comfort and peace of mind to thousands. And fo 
nearly 90 years those checks have never failed, regardless o 
business conditions. 


Then, too, there is great personal satisfaction to everyone wh 
secures such an Annuity Agreement; for they help to extend th 
all-important, world-wide Bible ministry of the American Bibl 
Society. 

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


t American Bible Society 
! Bible House, Astor Place, New York 1 
1 : Set ; 4 
‘ Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62W entitled ‘ 
: A Gift That Lives.” | 
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